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Abstract: Migrant workers moving to urbanized areas constitute a floating labor pool that provides
flexible and cheap labor for urbanization processes. The Thirteenth National People's Congress of the
People's Republic of China proposed the "acceleration of citizenization of rural migrant workers".
Promoting the citizenization of migrant workers has always been a focus of the government and aca-
demia as well as a fundamental part of China's new urbanization strategy. Based on the questionnaire
data of 1 270 migrant workers of the Pearl River Delta in 2017, this paper adopts the multinomial Logistic
regression analysis to explore the residential choice and influencing factors among four types of mi-
grant workers' families, which are childless family (I), parents and minor children combined family (1),
unmarried children and their parents combined family (I1), and empty-nest family (IV), from the per-

spective of the family life cycle. The results show that: 1) The average age, the length of residence, the
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level of education, the average monthly income, and the per capita living area of the four types of fami-

lies show regular differentiation. 2) The residential choice of 4 types of families is mainly in urban vil-

lages; Types I and IV prefer to select factory dormitories and affordable housing communities, respec-

tively, while types II and III prefer to select commodity housing communities. 3) The main influencing

factors of the residential choice of migrant workers in the Pearl River Delta are family type, individual

factor, rural factor, migration factor, and location factor. Based on the results of this study, we put for-

ward community-based policy suggestions for citizenization strategy.

Key words: migrant workers; residential choice; influencing factors; family life cycle; the Pearl River

Delta
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Fig. 1 Spatial distribution of respondents

in six cities in the Pearl River Delta in 2017
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Table 1 Population and questionnaires in six cities
of the Pearl River Delta in 2017
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Table 2 Comparison of migrant workers
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Table 3 Descriptive analysis of influencing factors of residential choice
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Table 4 The basic characteristics of four types of migrant workers' families in the Pearl River Delta
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Table 5 Crosstabs analysis of residential choice and family life cycle of migrant workers in the Pearl River Delta
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Table 6 Multinomial Logistic regression model of residential choice of migrant workers in the Pearl River Delta
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